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Echinacea purpurea and Onopordum acanthium belong to the family Asteraceae (Compositae) are among the most widely used medicinal plant species in traditional medicine. Their
healing effect is due to the high content of biological active compounds – phenolic compounds, alkylamides and polysaccharides.
The aim of the study is to determine and compare the nontoxicity and anti-inflammatory effect of individual and combined extracts of Echinacea purpurea and Onopordum acanthium. Two
in vivo methods were used to prove anti-inflammatory effect of these plants – carrageenan-induced paw edema in rats and induced inflammation with lipopolysaccharide identifying the levels
of pro- and anti-inflammatory cytokines - TNF-α, IFN-γ, IL-10.
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